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“If I Don’t Go, I Don’t Get” 
By Mike Riley 

There’s an interesting sign inside a very popular car wash and coffee shop business here in El Paso 
that carries not only an application for us in the secular world, but in the spiritual world as well. 
The words of the sign read: 
“If I don’t go, I don’t get” 
The idea behind these words, is that if the owners don’t have the motivation or ambition to “go” to 
work and wash some cars on any given day, they won’t “get” the reward that a daily living brings. 
The same idea holds true in the spiritual realm. As Christians, if we don’t “go” and “teach all 
nations” the saving gospel of Christ to those lost in sin (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16) we ‘re 
not going to “get” the reward the Lord generously offers us in return for our labor (1 Corinthians 
15:58; Revelation 2:10; cf. 1 Peter 1:4). 
Every morning when we awake, let’s remember the words of this sign, and then go do what the 
Lord said do in Matthew 28:19-20: 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.“
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5 Areas Where God’s Authority Has Been Established 
By Mike Riley 

We live in a society today, where respect for authority is being either ignored or challenged. In the Bible, God has 
clearly established lines of authority covering every aspect of our lives. As human beings and God‘s children, it is our 
responsibility to have respect for God’s authority. 

In this short article, let us list five areas in which God’s authority has been established: 

1) God is authority over all His creation — Not only has God created the universe (Genesis 1:1-NKJV), he sustains it 
as well (Hebrews 1:2-NKJV). He will someday destroy it (2 Peter 3:10-11-NKJV. Thus, God has every right to give 
mankind a “You shall” and a “You shall not.” Acknowledging God’s authority over our life is the most basic 
recognition of authority. If an individual does not recognize God’s authority, there is no basis for one’s recognition of 
any less ordained authority. 

2) God has authorized earthly governments — Man is told to submit to their authority (Romans 13:1-2-NKJV); 
render to them their due in the form of taxes (Matthew 22:15-21-NKJV; Romans 13:6-NKJV); be subject to their laws 
(1 Peter 2:13-14-NKJV); and pray for rulers in authority (1 Timothy 2:1-3-NKJV). 

As Christians, we are to fully uphold the established laws of the land. The only exception is when a nation’s 
established laws are in conflict with God’s law (Acts 4:13-20-NKJV; Acts 5:17-29-NKJV). When we disregard the laws 
of our nation, we are disregarding the laws of God. 

3) God has established authority through Christ in His church — The inspired New Testament authorizes the 
preaching and teaching of the “doctrine of Christ” (Matthew 16:18-19-NKJV; Matthew 28:18-20-NKJV; Mark 
16:15-16-NKJV; 2 John 1:9-NKJV) or “sound doctrine” (1 Timothy 1:3-NKJV). In fact, the Lord does not approve any 
other kind of doctrine (Gal. 1:7-9-NKJV. To reject the Word of God is to reject Christ (John 12:48-NKJV). 

Additionally, God has authorized the appointment of spiritually mature men (elders and deacons – 1 Timothy 3-
NKJV; Titus 1:4-9-NKJV) to willingly and lovingly “feed the church” with spiritual food in a local setting (Acts 20:28-
NKJV; Titus 1:5-NKJV). As they adhere to God’s word, we must willingly and lovingly obey them because (1) they 
are concerned about our soul’s salvation and (2) they must give an account to God on judgment day of their 
stewardship in this vital area of responsibility. 

4) God has established authority in the home — The established chain of authority is found in 1 Corinthians 11:3-
NKJV. God is the head of Christ; Christ is the head of the man, and man is the head of the woman. Wives are to be in 
willing submission to their husbands (1 Peter 3:1-6-NKJV; cf. Genesis 18:12). Children are not left out in God’s 
authoritative plan. 

They are to “obey” and “honor” their parents, “for this is right” (Ephesians 6:1-2-NKJV; cf. Genesis 18:16-19-NKJV; 
Joshua 24:15-NKJV). The home is where respect for authority and law originates — not the church, the schools, or 
the government. 

5) God has established authority in the workplace — Employees are commanded to obey the laws established by 
their employers (Ephesians 6:5-8-NKJV), “with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men” (Ephesians 
6:6-NKJV). The same application holds true for students in the classroom in their respect toward teachers and 
administrators in authority. Employers are to treat their employees with respect and impartiality (Ephesians 6:9-
NKJV). 

Conclusion: 

Any society or government that does not recognize and adhere to God’s authority will be judged by that same 
authority and will reap the consequences of disobedience (John 12:48-NKJV; Acts 17:30-31-NKJV; cf. Psalm 9:16-17-
KJV; Proverbs 14:34-NKJV; Daniel 4:17-NKJV; Romans 1:28-32-NKJV; Romans 2:1-11-NKJV; Gal. 6:7-8-NKJV).

Prayer Requests This Week 

• Pray for all those with ongoing health ailments (Maxine 
Powell) 

• All those affected by COVID-19 

•

•

•

•

•

Communion Preparation 

• Sign up sheet for 2021 is in foyer 

• March - Rowell, T 

• April - Juliano 

• May - 

Announcements 

• Ladies’ Baby Shower honoring Kylie Joiner, Sunday April 
11 immediately following worship service 

March Birthdays & Anniversary’s

• Mark Potts - 6th • Robbi Cooper - 20th

• Larry Montgomery - 13th • Kylie Joiner - 23rd

• GiGi Juliano - 19th

• Greg & Maxine Powell - 16th
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on WTOK-TV 

Comcast Cable 6 

Comcast Cable 431 

Comcast Cable 1011 

DirecTV  11 

DirecTV  396 

Dish Network 11 

Over-the-air  11.3 

Sermon Notes 

Men to Serve 

Announcements/Opening Prayer - Don Potts 
Scripture Reading - Galatians 1:6 - 12 
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell 
Head of Lord’s Table - Rick Carlberg 
Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts 
Scripture Reading - Matthew 26:20 - 29 
Closing Prayer - James Johnson 
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